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"N DECEMBER 17, 1903, Orville Wright made the first historic
flight in a heavier-than-air machine. Five years later, after many
successful flights witnessed by hundreds of spectators, there were
a Dumber of scientists and editors who were still unconvinced.
"Human flight," wrote Professor Simon Newcomb, "is not only
impossible, it is illogical." And the editor of one of America's
leading magazines returned a report on an authentic flight with
the following comment:

"While your manuscript has been read with much interest, it
does not seem to qualify either as fact or fiction,"
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IN SPITE of its terrible destructiveness in war the airplane, we
believe, will prove to be the instrument that marks the shortest
distance between human hearts. For this instrument will have
succeeded more than any other in drawing the earth into a unit,
in combining widely separate^ communities into a friendly next-
door neighborliness. The airplane is the final conqueror of time
and space and isolation. In 1852 it took Ezra Meeker six months